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Pictured at the service to commemorate the opening of the new Bethany Evangelical 
Church are;  
Dr. C S Hudson, Mr. W G Stotesbury, Mr. C Jarvis, Mr. D Thomas, Mr. J Gustar and  
Mr. W A Crago. 
 
 
NOTE: 
The original text from the County Press was in poor condition and not really “web” friendly. 
The text has been reproduced below. 

 

 



Church Opening 

A Church They Built Themselves 

Members of the new Bethany Evangelical Church in Union Street, Newport, gathered 

for their opening ceremony on Saturday proud that they built it themselves during the 

past four years. The ceremony marked the end of concerted hard work by a group of 

members. 

The Christian Brethren church has been established on the Island for 130 years and 

until 1920 they were based in the old gospel hall near the new church. 

In 1930 they moved into Bethany Hall, by Coppins Bridge roundabout. 

But in recent years as the congregation has grown with more activities by various 

church groups, the old hall about 22ft by 50ft, has proved to be too small and too old. 

The new church will seat more than 300. It comprises of a main hall, and annexe 

with large folding doors so that smaller meetings can be accommodated, two 

vestries, a kitchen, toilets and a foyer. 

Leading the do-it-yourself building work for the last four years has been Dr. C S 

Hudson, of Alverstone Garden Village. 

He said that they had bought the site and a detached house for £8000 and their 

materials had cost about £18000.  

Most of the money has been raised through gifts from the members, interest free 

loans and regular church collections. 

Paid Off 

Dr. Hudson said that they now had debts totalling £8300 but this would be 

completely paid off from the proceeds of the sale of the old Bethany Hall. 

The congregation moved into the new Church on March 6th and held their first 

service, which was a double wedding. 

Mr. D.H. Thomas church secretary, of Watergate Road, Newport, said, “The Lord 
has answered our needs. When we started we had a small building fund but we went 

ahead in the faith that everything would be paid for as it progressed”. 

They have churches in East Cowes, Ryde, Ventnor and Shanklin whose 

congregations swelled the numbers for the official opening on Saturday. Mr. A T 

Drudge, CC, mayor of Medina and mayoress, also attended. 

Guest Speaker was Mr. John Knight, of Chandlers Ford. Also taking part were the 

Bethany Singers. 


